
March 19, 2025

The Honorable Doug Burgum
U.S. Secretary of the Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Burgum,

As Members of Congress representing communities impacted by orphaned oil and gas wells, we 
write to express our concern regarding the Department of the Interior’s (DOI) pause on orphaned
well remediation funding provided in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA).  

As we are certain you know, inactive oil and gas wells with no known owner (orphaned wells) 
can pose a considerable threat to our communities’ public health and environment.  Without 
proper maintenance, these orphaned wells can lead to significant emissions of methane and other
pollutants.  The highest-emitting unplugged wells can release 76 kilograms (kgs) of methane per 
hour, a rate equivalent to the greenhouse gas emissions of 4,000 gasoline-powered cars annually.1

Orphaned wells can also lead to significant groundwater contamination and other dangers.  14 
million Americans live within one mile of an orphaned well, creating a serious public health 
risk.2  

According to the Interstate Oil & Gas Compact Commission, there are more than 141,000 
documented orphaned oil and gas wells on state and private land and an estimated 250,000-
740,000 undocumented orphaned wells around the country.3  DOI has also identified more than 
16,000 orphaned wells on federal land.4
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To address this issue, Congress authorized more than $4.6 billion of funding for DOI in the IIJA 
to administer orphaned well plugging, remediation, and restoration programming.  This program 
represents years of bipartisan work on this issue, including the bipartisan Revive Economic 
Growth and Reclaim Orphaned Wells Act, which was included in the IIJA.  As of June 2024, 
more than 9,000 orphaned wells were plugged across state, private, and federal lands with IIJA 
funds.5  We have heard from state agencies administering these funds that the scale and reliability
of this funding for this purpose has been transformational in this work.  

On January 20, 2025, President Trump issued an executive order titled “Unleashing American 
Energy” that directed agencies to pause distribution of IIJA funding.6  Your Order 3418 on 
February 3, 2025, directing your Assistant Secretary for Policy, Management, and Budget to 
determine how to issue IIJA funding in accordance with President Trump’s priorities.7  To date, 
we have seen no clear, public guidance from DOI regarding the implementation of paused IIJA 
funding. 

As of September 2024, $3.4 billion in IIJA funding remained available for orphaned well 
remediation.8  This funding represents thousands of jobs for people who work in the oil and gas 
industry.  In fiscal year 2024 alone, DOI’s IIJA orphaned well obligations supported more than 
6,000 jobs and contributed $861 million to the economy (an approximate 140% return on 
investment rate).9  This program has also led to many workforce development initiatives and 
partnerships, creating new opportunities in high-paying careers.  Communities where well 
remediation service providers are based also benefit from increased demand for supporting 
industries like contract materials, food services, and lodging.10  Pausing this funding with no 
clear guidance for impacted parties will harm our economies and the skilled energy workers 
whose jobs depend on DOI maintaining a dependable and transparent process.  We have already 
begun to hear from IIJA funding recipients impacted by this pause who now face an uncertain 
future after DOI issued a stop work order on their orphaned well remediation projects. 

DOI’s Orphaned Wells Program Office’s own strategic plan for fiscal years 2025-2030 includes 
an objective to “build effective, efficient, and collaborative partnerships” with funding 
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recipients.11  Creating chaos and blocking funding will not create the trust needed for productive 
partnerships.  

We urge you to resume distribution of this Congressionally directed funding immediately.  It 
protects our communities, cleans up our environment, and builds our economy.  Should you have
any questions or wish to discuss this issue, we would welcome the opportunity to do so. 

Sincerely,

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

11 “Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2025-2030,” Department of the Interior Orphaned Wells Program Office (2024), 
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Cleo Fields
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress



Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress


