Congress of the Hnited States
Bouse of Bepresentatives
Washington, BE 20515-4329

November 11, 2025

The Honorable Greg Abbott
Office of the Texas Governor
1100 Congress Ave

Austin, TX 78701

Dear Governor Abbott,

As members of the Texas Congressional Delegation, we strongly urge you to announce and hold
the runoff election for the 18" Congressional District of Texas as soon as possible.

Last week, Houston voters made their voices heard and chose the top two candidates in the long-
awaited special election to fill the seat of the late Congressman Sylvester Turner. Following his
passing in March 2025, the special election was only held on November 4" leaving nearly 1
million people in Houston without representation for eight months and counting. The people of
Texas’s 18™ Congressional District deserve representation in Congress. And all Texans deserve a
full and strong Texas congressional delegation working for the good of the state and its people.

By law, the Office of Texas’s 18™ Congressional District is still operating with severely limited
staff. Constituents are left either waiting for help with casework, veterans’ claims, and other
constituent issues or turned away at the door.

This leaves the people who live in Texas’s 18" Congressional District without a voice in
Congress, unable to participate in important processes, including the Fiscal Year 2026
appropriations process, where only a member can submit requests for funding for community
projects. That alone means that millions of dollars of federal resources potentially available for
the district are directed to places other than Texas. Any further delays in scheduling this election
will continue to deny representation to the people who live in the 18" Congressional District of
Texas at a crucial time for our state and in our country.

All Texans and all Americans deserve representation in our government. This is a bedrock
principle of our democracy. As Governor, it is your constitutional duty to set this election date in
a timely manner. It is time to finally give the constituents of Texas's 18th District the voice they
deserve. We urge you to promptly schedule the runoff and fill the seat as soon as possible.

Thank you for your attention to this important and urgent matter.

Sincerely,
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Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Henry Cugllar
Member ¢f Congress
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Member of Congress
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Al Green
Member of Congress
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Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress
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Julie Johnson
Member of Congress
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Jasmine Crockett
Membégjof Congress

Marc A. Veﬁsef \
Member of Congress
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Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress




